The Time of the Judges

Jephthah – An Unexpected Deliverer – Judges 10:6-12:7
Judg 11:1-3 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute. Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 2 And Gilead's wife also bore him sons. And when his wife's sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, "You shall not have an inheritance in our father's house, for you are the son of another woman." 3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob, and worthless fellows collected around Jephthah and went out with him. ESV

Judg 11:29-40 Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, "If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, 31 then whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD's, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering." 32 So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel. 34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter. 35 And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, "Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow." 36 And she said to him, "My father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites." 

37 So she said to her father, "Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, I and my companions." 38 So he said, "Go." Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. 39 And at the end of two months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never known a man, and it became a custom in Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel went year by year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year. ESV

Introduction

It is popular nowadays to present the sixth judge of Israel, Jephthah, in an altogether negative light.  Sadly, it seems that his legacy is overshadowed by his infamous vow that we read about in our text and the tendency today is to allow that to color everything else that scripture presents so that he is usually presented as a rash, godless, crude, rough and ignorant man who stumbled into divine deliverance as a bull crashes through a china shop.  In careful study of the details of these two chapters given to us about Jephthah’s life, I have trouble seeing such a portrait in the scripture.  Certainly very few of the judges presented in this book are perfect role models for Christians today, but in Jephthah, I see more godliness and good than evil and rashness.  He is listed in the 11th chapter of the book of Hebrews as a hero of faith and as someone who went before us and that we should keep in mind as we fight this fight of faith.  By listing him there with such names as Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Moses, and David, I believe that God has given the final verdict on Jephthah’s life and disposition and it was one that was positive.  I would like us to view this misunderstood judge’s life through those lenses; there is much good that can be gleaned from the two chapters about Jephthah’s life.

The Setting For A New Hero

The final verses of the 10th chapter of Judges paint the portrait of the times in which we are introduced to Jephthah.  After the wonderful leadership of Tola and Jair, under whose watch Israel had enjoyed forty-five years of godliness and peace, Israel once again turned to idolatry.  Verse 6 of the chapter gives us that characteristic phrase of the book, “Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord,” but this time it is not just one false deity that they turned to but seven false gods are listed!  Without Godly leadership, Israel turned again to the Baals and Asharoths of the surrounding Caananites, but to this they added the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the sons of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines.  Because of this great turning away, God directly confronted them, either through the mouth of an unknown prophet or an oracle and spoke of how seven times, He had delivered them from various enemies including the Egyptians back in Moses’ day all of the way to the current time.  And their response to God’s seven deliverances was to seek after and serve seven false gods, one for each previous victory!  Such was not what God wanted them to turn to and God said, in effect, “you’re on your own, this time:  go and cry out to all of these gods for help.”  This sounds harsh, but immediately afterwards, we are given this wonderful verse:

Judg 10:15-16 And the people of Israel said to the LORD, "We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only please deliver us this day." 16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the LORD, and he became impatient over the misery of Israel. ESV

Israel’s repentance was true and not just lip service:  “they turned from these foreign gods and idols and served the Lord” and the result was that God turned from even His most extreme declaration and turned to help them!  What a great and merciful God that we serve!  He is still moved by true repentance when people will admit their wrongdoing and turn from it and place themselves fully in His hands.  True repentance still turns the attitude of God towards you and your situation and is powerful!  Let us never forget this great lesson of the importance of repentance and God’s mercy!

The stage was set for God to raise up another deliverer and this time, God would out do Himself in finding an unlikely hero to fill this spot.  The Ammonites gathered together and began to prepare to fight the edge of Israel around Gilead to fully exploit their oppression and the people of the leaders of Gilead began to search for someone to lead them in waging war against the Ammonites.  Unbeknown to them, God had been working behind the scenes for years to ready just the right man.  What a great lesson this is of God’s mercy:  even when He had turned from Israel and allowed them to reap great judgment and seemingly cast a deaf ear to their troubles in sin, God had all the while been preparing an instrument of mercy to be available if the people turned from their wickedness and repented.  So it is with us:  God will let us reap judgment and turn from our suffering if we continue to press forward and blindly live in sin and against His Word, but even when it seems that God has given up on us, He has not and in the wings of His will is an unlikely help and a prepared deliverance waiting just in case we turn and repent.  If you are not right with God tonight and if the hand of God has been heavy on your life, do turn to Him and truly repent!  The God that you have known only of judgment wants desperately to be the God of mercy to you! 

Jephthah Returns

The prepared deliverer was a relatively young man named Jephthah.  Jephthah was the son of Gilead but was illegitimate because his mother had been a prostitute.  As long as the father was alive, apparently Jephthah was allowed to remain in the house, but when they were grown, his half-brothers cast him out of the house saying, you will not share our father’s inheritance with us.”  This was not a Mosaic Law thing nor necessarily a custom but was simple greed and spite:  with Jephthah gone, that left one less heir, which meant the share of the inheritance was greater for the other brothers.  Spurned, Jephthah went and lived in the land of Tob and there gathered to himself the malcontents and the losers much as David would do a few decades later.  These men, the outcasts of society, Jephthah trained into mighty warriors and he would lead them on raids of the enemy.  Through this, Jephthah became known as a valiant and mighty warrior.

The story of the 11th chapter of Judges is that when the Ammonites gathered themselves to come against the area of Gilead’s family, the leaders of the clan and area could think of nobody to stand up and lead them except Jephthah, so they went heart in hand to request his help.  Jephthah was shocked that they would ask and asked them to repeat several times their promise that if he would come and lead them to victory that he would be their ruler and leader.  Agreeing to the task, Jephthah sent messengers to the king of Ammon trying to discern the reasons for the attack and to repel the attack with peaceful measures.  When the king of Ammon proved illogical and war seemed eminent, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah and he sent out messengers throughout the area calling men to come and fight.  And the end result was that Jephthah and his men utterly defeated the Ammonites and he became a judge in Israel.  The part of the story that I have omitted, of course, is the vow that Jephthah took before God in all of this, but before we get to that, let us think of these details of the story and look upon Jephthah as a man of faith and a man mightily used of God.

Let Jephthah’s life first speak to us that:

God specializes in elevating unlikely candidates to do great things in His kingdom.

Jephthah was the outcast and no doubt had struggled in life because of his birth status and unfair treatment and yet God had not forgotten him.  Sometimes we, too, get to feeling neglected because of a lack of recognition or a lack of a call to do great things and we feel as if God has forgotten us, but if we stay faithful in the small things, God has not misplaced nor misused us, but is waiting to elevate us at the right time!  And God always can recall people like Gideon and like Jephthah and like the young shepherd boy, David, at the proper time to do great things.  If we will be faithful, God will exalt us in due time.  

Furthermore, we should never fear for the church of the living God when an older generation of leaders pass from the scene, because God no doubt has able young men – albeit unknown – yet waiting in the wings.  A generational transition never catches God by surprise and neither does a prayer request.  When you pray it, God has already made provision to answer it!  When you notice the need, God has already been moving to meet that need for years!  Don’t get a negative attitude towards the future of the church as you grow older because God knows what He is doing and just because you don’t know or cannot see someone who is capable, God has such an unlikely leader and deliverer getting ready!

To you who feel like you are in the desert of being forgotten and unnoticed, let the story of Jephthah encourage you to keep doing what is right and to keep growing and developing in God.  Jephthah is a wonderful example to us of what we should and shouldn’t do in life so that we can be used mightily of God whenever He calls for us to in His timing.  Notice the following facts about Jephthah’s story:

He did not allow his life to be defined by his birth’s circumstance.

He was the son of a prostitute and grew up without a motherly figure in his life.  The wives of Gilead no doubt treated him inferior to their own sons.  He was the outcast most of his life; the one who didn’t fit in and yet he refused to allow that to define him.  In the end, Jephthah would not be known as the man who lived his life with a chip on his shoulder because of the circumstances of his birth, but rather a man who was used mightily of God and a member of the Hall of Fame of Faith!  

He decided to make the best of a bad life situation.

When he was mistreated and kicked out of his own family and house and robbed of his inheritance, the scripture say that he went to live in the land of Tob, which means, “good, pleasant, sweet, fair, and beautiful.”  I don’t think that this means that Jephthah’s life was perfect and had no worries, but rather that it speaks to us of Jephthah’s mindset even after he had been mistreated.  He didn’t go live in the land of bitterness; his response to life’s unfairness was not to move to the land of a victim, but rather he focused on what was good, pleasant, and beautiful.  He didn’t allow himself to get cynical and hard just because he had been mistreated, but chose to live in an outlook of fairness and sweetness.  

It’s perhaps hard for some to do, but let us remember that Jephthah did all of this without the help of the Holy Spirit!  Some people do the opposite in that they are treated unfairly and they allow that circumstance to so consume them that it can be said that they live in it day in and day out.  And what happens in such cases is that they begin to treat others in the way that they were treated.  They were treated unfairly and rather than dropping it and choosing to view life through clear eyes, they cling to it, live in it, and then the result is that they begin to treat others with partiality and essentially repeat the cycle and the crime.  It is true that “hurting people hurt people.”  And Jesus’ teaching on the speck in our brother’s eye that we notice and the log in our own eye is to remind us that we must make sure that our view of other people is not colored and affected by what we have allowed to become lodged in our own viewpoint.  When life gives you lemons, don’t move to the land of bitterness and unfairness because then you will become what you have surrounded yourself with, but choose to move to the land of Tob and let God cleanse your vision so that you can still see what is good and what is sweet and what is pleasant and beautiful in life and in the kingdom of God.  When all you can see is the negative, it usually stems from your having chosen to live in negativity.  As someone once said, “unforgiveness is like drinking poison and hoping it kills someone else.”  It affects you more than any other person!  And the land of Tob is so much more peaceful!  Notice what else Jephthah did in his tough situation of unfairness:

He poured himself into helping other people less fortunate than he.

He did not get cynical to human nature just because some of his family had treated him unfairly and in a severe manner, and instead, Jephthah chooses to see the good in others and, much like David later on, took the outcasts and the ones that others had given up on and invested himself in helping them become something great and useful to the kingdom of God.  

Sometimes God allows hurting situations and unfair situations in our lives so that we can relate to others who have experienced the same thing and so we can be a godly influence on them.  These men would listen and respect Jephthah’s opinion and instruction because they knew that he had been mistreated also!  Had Jephthah been selfish and drawn into the part of the victim, he would have missed the opportunity to affect others positively and would have missed the moment that God had created him for!  When you have been mistreated, don’t get cynical but rather get a servant’s attitude and know that God is working on you getting you ready for greater blessing!  Notice also that Jephthah:

He refused to harbor ill will against those who had done him wrong.

This is perhaps the greatest sign of true godliness both back then and today.  When the elders and even his family came to him from Gilead needing help, he didn’t say, “you losers, you hurt me and rejected me, go fight your troubles on your own.”  Rather, he expressed amazement that they would come to him at all, made sure that they were serious and then very unselfishly gave himself to risking his life for the good of his country and for the family that had done him wrong in the first place!  How could he do this?  Because of another trait that we learn of Jephthah:

He sought peace before war in every situation first.

Jephthah didn’t just like to fight for the sake of fighting and spent quite some time in negotiation with the king of Ammon trying to avert war if possible.  “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the sons of God.”  He was not a man of strife.  He was not a man known for being a blow hard or not levelheaded.  Even his dealings with his family shows patience and a desire for peace to prevail.  And this came in part from another trait:

His motto was “let God be judge.”  

This is what he states in verse 27 of the 11th chapter when all of his efforts at negotiation with the King of Ammon had been for naught.  He said, “May the Lord, the Judge, judge today between…” us.  This is the life motto of Jephthah.  “You think that I’m not a worthy member of the family and that my birth circumstances, define me, I’ll depart but we’ll let God have the final say and I’ll keep trusting Him!”  “You think that I’m just another loser hanging out with losers?  I’ll keep doing great things for God’s kingdom and we’ll let God be the judge.”  “You, oh, King claim that this land is not ours and was not given to us by rightful inheritance by God Almighty, well let’s come together and see if the Lord does not show up and speak through the outcome and let Him be the judge!”  We even see this in his vow, “God you decided what is the most precious thing that I could offer up to you.”  His motto was “let God fight for me and let God decide” and that is not a bad life motto at all! When you realize that through his time in Tob, he had become known as a mighty warrior and that he could have at any time come and probably easily wreaked vengeance on his half brothers and the clan that had done him so wrongly and yet he did not, we can see that Jephthah was a godly man indeed and trusted in God to fight his battles and vindicate him.  How could he live like this?  Probably, because:

He knew the scriptures very well.

In his negotiation with the King of Ammon, Jephthah quoted the book of Numbers perfectly in several places which either means that he had a copy of the written word of God or that he knew the word of God very intimately, or both.  When we hide the word of God in our life and allow it to become an intimate part of us, then we will find that we have the strength to choose to look on the bright side of even tough and unfair situations and to be patient waiting for the hand of the Lord to have the final say!  It will enable to see the purpose in the circumstances of our lives and to be a blessing to God’s kingdom at all times and even when we don’t understand all things!  It will allow us to forgive and to reap the blessings of being a peacemaker!  There is no substitute for knowing and applying and loving and living the Word of God!  

The Vow

I have painted what I believe is an accurate portrait of Jephthah’s character according to the context of the verse of scriptures afforded us.  It is an altogether different presentation than what most preachers give of this judge.  But with this portrait in mind, let us come to the most remembered portion of Jephthah’s exploits and that is the vow that he took.  How often in our lives it is too that all of the good that we have done is not as remembered by others as something that they perceived negative in our lives.  We just seek to avoid such a mentality in life!

Whether he should have made the vow or not, the Bible does not clearly say.  The wording of the scriptures at the end of the matter seem to exhibit respect that he kept the vow and yet the facts are that Jephthah made the vow and kept the vow.  He vowed to sacrifice as a burnt offering the first person that met him when he came back from victory if God would grant him victory.  When victory was granted, the first person leading the victory parade was his only and precious daughter who was still unmarried and a virgin.  Let’s first take some general principles from this part of the story:

We should be careful of making vows to God even in the times we feel the presence of God upon us mightily.

Verse 30 tells us that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah mightily and we must never forget that this vow was made at a time where he felt the presence of Jehovah God very strongly upon his life.  I think to some extent, that we have all been in this position:  we are moved by a great sermon or we feel God’s presence upon our life in a strong manner and we make very bold promises to God.  Never forget that what you promise to God, God expects you to keep and just because the moment is passed and you are no longer in that service or at that altar call where the Spirit of God feels strongly doesn’t permit you to treat those oaths lightly.  The scriptures elsewhere teach us that when we pray that we should “let your words be few” which is not to say that we shouldn’t pray at length, but rather means that we should choose our words carefully.  What we say to God, God hears.  What we promise to God, God holds us to that.  We should remember that!  And it should give us greater faith when we come to God with needs!  He truly hears each and every one of them!  Note something else:

What we promise to God often costs us more to fulfill than what we realized at the time of the promise.

God wants our best.  God wants what is dearest to us – does not this story prove this?  And often when we promise God something, to truly fulfill that vow will cost us much more sacrificially than what we first realized when we made that promise, yet we must endeavor to fulfill that vow anyway.  Jephthah’s words were:

Judg 11:35b For I have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow." ESV 

Let this same attitude be with us!  If you have ever knelt at any time in your life and prayed the prayer, “Lord, I belong to You and I want to live for You.”  If you have ever prayed, “I want to do Your will and I want to love you with all my heart and soul.”  And if you have ever prayed, “Lord, I want to do great things for You and serve You all of my days” then you need to remember that the Lord holds you to those promises!  And though things have come against you unexpectedly and though the sacrifice seem much greater now than you realized when you prayed those prayers, let the attitude of Jephthah be also your own:  “I have opened my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot take back my vow!”  I’m still living for God – why?  Because I promised Him that I would.  I’ve had to endure some trials and some tough times and yet I’m faithful – why?  Because I opened my mouth to the Lord.  If you want God to be faithful to His Word in your life, then be faithful to your word to Him!  Even if the cost is greater than you imagined, yet fulfill your promises to God!  

We have given ourselves to the Lord and we cannot go back!  If we go back, we would prove false and our testimony and the power of God in our life would mean nothing to those who are watching.  If we would turn back on our promise, we would open ourselves to frightful possibilities and judgments that are not favorable.  If we would turn back, where would we go?  Sin and the world have nothing to offer us and there is nothing as great as knowing Jesus and serving Him!  If we go back, we would leave the source of the true joy in our life!  It’s harder now perhaps than we imagined, but if I had it to do all over again, I’d still choose Jesus and I’d still make my vow to serve Him!  Don’t play games with God!  Burn the boats and the bridges to your old life style and fulfill your vow and promise!  It requires sacrifice and it’s sometimes hard but I’d rather have the blessings of Almighty God than that of what false gods have to offer!  Fulfill your promise!

Furthermore, let us note that:

All parents sacrifice their children to something.

Your children’s lives are yours to spend and you will spend them on something.  Why not make up in your mind to sacrifice your children to the true Lord?  Jephthah’s story and some modern parents are quite a contrast.  Jephthah sacrificed his daughter to the true God, but many parents today sacrifice their children on the altars of sports, greed, pride, unforgiveness, victim mentality, worldliness, or neglect.  Jephthah sacrificed only the body of his daughter, but some parents today sacrifice and kill the souls of their kids by their sinful habits and unfulfilled promises to God.  Jephthah sacrificed his daughter on a noble impulse, but many parents sacrifice their kids based upon sinful and lowly desires.  Jephthah sacrificed his daughter with terrible regret, but many parents sacrifice their children’s lives to sin with nonchalance.  Jephthah sacrificed his daughter with her full consent, but many parents sacrifice their children to the world against what they truly want.  Why is it that some children love to come to Sunday School and love to be around the things of God and yet some parents won’t sell out to it and won’t bring them faithfully!  I’ve had people tell me that my kids are around church things too much and in service too much and that their lives revolve around the kingdom of God too much.  You’re going to sacrifice your kids to something, it might as well be the things of God!  I’d rather my children pour their life over a youth event rather than soccer practice!  I’d rather my children pour their lives into something that matters eternal rather than something temporary!  I think that I’ll give my daughters to God and let them be consumed by Him rather than the alternatives that this world has to offer!  

Did Jephthah really kill his daughter?  We can’t be completely sure either way.  I lean towards thinking not.  The argument for him literally killing his daughter stems from the fact that he said that he would sacrifice “whatever” comes to greet me.  You’ll notice that the ESV has an asterisk by it and in a footnote it tells you that the Hebrew can also be taken to mean “whoever.”  It’s pretty clear from the Hebrew that he did not have a sheep or a goat in mind when he made this vow but was speaking of a person.  

On the other hand, it seems clear from the rest of the chapter that Jephthah knew the Word of God, the written code of Moses very well and had a copy available to him.  That would mean that he knew that a “burnt offering” had to be offered upon the altar of the Tabernacle and that human sacrifice was an abomination unto God and unacceptable.  Furthermore, Jephthah clearly used the Mosaic term “burnt offering” which had to not only be offered up at the Tabernacle but by a Levitical priest.  No priest would dare offer up a human sacrifice to God on the altar.  Moreover, the portrait we get if we take all of the other verses of scripture into account is that Jephthah was not an impetuous man who spoke first and thought later, but rather was careful, even to the point of trying to negotiate peace with the enemy before attacking.  It’s hard to imagine God using so mightily a follower of the false god Moloch – the only false god of the time that encouraged human sacrifice – and even harder imagining God to name such a person as a hero of faith in the New Testament.  It also seems odd if he literally killed her that she would request two months to go bewail her virginity.  People only bewail a lack of future marriage if they were to live a life without such an event happening.  If she had been being put to death, then she would have more logically stayed at home and had some private moments with her family before the event.  The maid goes into the mountains for privacy to face her new lot in life, not to bewail a death.  

We are only told that Jephthah fulfilled his vow.  A person could be offered unto the Lord but would live before the Lord and serve Him for their entire lives much as young Samuel did.  Although we cannot be certain, I think it very likely that the daughter moved to the Tabernacle and lived there, ministering in the work of the Lord and to the people who came to sacrifice.  She likely remained unmarried her entire life and devoted herself to the Lord.  We should not think of this as fuel for the unscriptural concept of nuns today and we should view such a life as the exception rather than the rule and as Jephthah and his daughter did, as a tragedy.

The Matter with the Ephraimites

In the 12th chapter of Judges, we read that the Ephraimites come to make trouble with Jephthah shortly after the victory.  You may remember that this same tribe came to make trouble with Gideon saying, “Why didn’t you ask us to help?” and they come try the same ploy with Jephthah.  The Ephraimites are reoccurring troublemakers and yet the real issue is that they don’t want to submit to any Godly authority.  Jephthah’s reply was basically, “you were asked but you didn’t bother to show up!”  Like the men of Ephraimites, there are some people who think that nothing can be done without them and if it’s not blowing from their chimney then it’s not fire.  Like the men of Ephraimites, there are some who won’t do much themselves but who try to scorn or criticize those who do.  The Ephraimites made fun and derided Jephthah and his men and basically told him, “you didn’t win a great victory, you loser and look at those ragtag group of men, you look like you’ve been run over with a camel drive.”  Such people cannot stop the work, but they sure try to discourage the workers.  They are always offended and always on the outside and always causing trouble.  Don’t listen to or be such a people!  And remember the core issue of people like the Ephraimites is that they are rebellious to the ways and authority of God.  Have nothing to do with them!  

In the story, Jephthah wages war with the Ephraimites and utterly turns them to defeat.  They began to flee the battle, but Jephthah seizes the crossings of the river Jordan, and when any man tried to cross, they would ask him to pronounce the word, “Shibboleth” which means “stream.”  The Ephraimites’ dialect didn’t have a “sh” sound so if they were Ephraimites, they would invariably pronounce it “Sibboleth” and thus were killed because they were identified.  One writer put the spiritual application of this well when he said:

“Every life is tested by its accent – not so much of the lips as of the heart.  Jesus said, “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 7:21).  Why not?  Because their accent was wrong, their lives were not in harmony with their words, and their speech was therefore hollow and insincere.”  -- Phillips P. Elliott, “The Book of Judges” The Interpreter’s Bible, 774.

Jephthah’s life was tested by its accent!  It’s not just what you say but how you say it!  A life that speaks forth the things of God but that is tainted by bitterness or unforgivness will not pass over the Jordan into the blessings and promises of God!  But those who will speak forth the speech of Godliness – a servant’s heart, humbleness, patience, forgiveness, seeing the bright side of things, believing and hoping in the best, and keeping the written Word of God – will, like Jephthah, see themselves exalted and enjoying the blessings of God!  

Conclusion

There is a beautiful type of Christ in this story of Jephthah.  Like Jephthah, Jesus Christ was but a half-brother to the siblings in his house and but a half-brother to His people a clan of Israel.  Like Jephthah, his literal half-brothers and the people and leaders of Israel disowned Him and put him out of their blessing.  Like Jephthah, those who are wise have rethought their position and petitioned Christ to come and rule and reign over them and help them get the victory!  Like Jephthah, Jesus’ rise to prominence caught most of Israel off guard and truly the man of Nazareth was an unexpected deliverer!  Like Jephthah, Jesus kept His vow to save the world even when it led to a great sacrifice of the Son of God.  The Ephraimites of His day, the Jewish people and their Judiastic ways would try to rise up and cause trouble, but their heart’s accent tainted their message and true Christianity is victorious today!  As the children of Jesus Christ, let us live our lives as a living sacrifice, holy and pure before God!  

Jephthah judged Israel for only six years but was immediately followed by the godly and peaceful leadership of Ibzan, Elon and Abdon of whom you are already familiar.  There is one more horrible cycle of sin that awaits Israel in our studies and one more judge, the most fascinating and interesting one of all, Samson.  Yet in many ways Jephthah is a better study and a more positive role model for Christians today.  In almost every way, Jephthah was an unexpected deliverer!        
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